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Most routines are highly 
explicit, many with a 
detailed task breakdown, 
expected behaviors, and 
visual support. They are 
explicitly applied to most 
situations throughout the 
day. They are previewed and 
referred to often during the 
task with precise verbal 
scripts. Verbal and visual 
reinforcement of explicit 
routine  is provided almost 
constantly. Many routines 
are invented to add more 
structure to minor situations. 
Frequent practice of routines 
is necessary and frequent 
redirection required. 
Updates in routine detail are 
made repeatedly

Very often routines are 
highly explicit, including a 
detailed task breakdown and 
visual support, and many 
situations are supported in 
this way. Routines are 
frequently modeled, 
rehearsed and practiced. 
They are  explicitly applied 
to many situations 
throughout the day. They are 
previewed and then referred 
to often during the task with 
verbal reminders. Frequent 
redirection is necessary and 
updates or revisions in 
routine are made often. 
Verbal and visual 
reinforcement of explicit 
routine  is provided often 
and fluidly

Often routines are 
presented in explicit 
form with either a  brief 
written task breakdown 
or list of expected 
behaviors. Routines are  
also supported with 
occasional verbal 
reminders and 
redirection during the 
task. Sometimes routines 
need practice. Routines 
are explicitly applied to 
some situations 
throughout the day and 
implicitly understood in 
most other situations. 
Verbal reinforcement is 
effective, with the 
occasional concrete and/
or visual reinforcement 
provided fluidly.

Occasionally routines 
are presented in 
explicit form, with 
brief detail. Most 
routines throughout 
the day are understood 
implicitly and 
followed 
independently with 
occasional reminders 
and verbal redirection. 
Verbal reinforcement 
is effective while 
concrete and visual 
reinforcement may be 
provided at a later 
point. Occasionally 
new routines are 
created to support 
challenging situations

Classroom academic, social 
and functional routines are 
followed independently,  
they are referenced  by staff 
infrequently and  easily 
redirected verbally. 
Routines for new and 
challenging situations are 
rarely needed, but when 
necessary they are  
developed with student 
input, they are learned 
quickly and applied reliably 
by the student. Highly 
explicit , detailed, visually 
supported routines are not 
needed for familiar 
situations and 
reinforcement for following 
routines is not required


