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Level of Intensity of Therapeutic Support for Hierarchy of Needs 
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Student has a need hierarchy 

analysis plan. Student frequently 
has a range of unmet needs 
from  physiological to safety and 

security. Student is frequently tired 
or ill. Student is often hungry or 
thirsty and is routinely provided 
with extra food. Student’s clothing 
is sometimes uncomfortable 
because of the fit or it is not 
seasonable. Student is provided 
with comfortable clothes. Student 
often has a cut or an injury or 
complains of something that hurts. 
Student often has visible 
symptoms of a cold or other illness 
and these symptoms make it 
difficult  for the student to 
concentrate. Frequent trips to the 
school nurse are needed. Student 
is prescribed medication but is 
sometimes not provided with it on 
the recommended schedule. 
Freqent contact between home 
and school and/or school and a 
medical provider is needed to 
coordinate proper medical care of 
the student. Student has an 
alertness management program or 
requires assistance to stay awake 
during the school day. Student 
expresses safety and/or security 
concerns involving life at home. 

Student has a need hierarchy analysis plan. Student 
often has a range of unmet needs from  
physiological to safety and security. Student is 
sometimes tired or ill, or hungry or thirsty and is 
provided with extra food. Student’s clothing is may be 
uncomfortable because of the fit or it is not 
seasonable. Student sometimes has a cut or an injury 
or complains of something that hurts. Student  has 
visible symptoms of a cold or other illness and these 
symptoms make it difficult  for the student to 
concentrate. Fairly frequent trips to the school nurse 
are needed. Student is prescribed medication but is 
sometimes not provided with it on the recommended 
schedule. Fairly frequent contact between home and 
school and/or school and a medical provider is needed 
to coordinate proper medical care of the student. 
Student often requires assistance to stay awake 
during the school day. Student expresses safety 
and/or security concerns involving life at home. 
Student often expresses concern about being hurt at 
home. Student often worries about the well-being of 
other family members. Student is overly sensitive to 
criticism so feedback must be carefully worded. 
Student needs considerable support to cope with 
making mistakes and to engage in mildly challenging 
work. Student needs considerable support to cope 
with others getting a turn in class and to cope with 
staff correction or disapproval.Student needs a class 
culture that is extremely positive, completely void of 
peer teasing and bullying. Student requires 
considerable exclusive time with staff and carefully 
constructed independence plans for coping with time 
apart from staff. 
 
 

Student often has a range of unmet needs 
from safety and security to acceptance and 

belonging. Student sometimes expresses 
safety and/or security concerns involving life at 
home. Student sometimes expresses concern 
about being hurt at home. Student sometimes 
worries about the well-being of other family 
members. Student is very sensitive to criticism 
so feedback must be carefully worded. Student 
needs extra support to cope with making 
mistakes and to engage in moderately 
challenging work. Student needs extra support 
to cope with others getting a turn in class and 
to cope with staff correction or 
disapproval.Student needs a class culture that 
is positive and focused on student success 
while largely void of peer teasing and bullying. 
Student seeks out exclusive time with staff and 
needs independence plans for time apart from 

staff. Student feels poorly understood and 
under appreciated and desperately seeks 
approval. Staff focus considerable effort on 
shaping positive student identity. Student 
needs considerable reassurance about 
his/her work, especially when it can be 
scrutinized by others in class. Student 
worries about fitting in and the class 
community must put a strong focus on 
peer acceptance. The uniqueness of 
students is appreciated as a classroom 
value.  
 
 

 


