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The Teacherg of the Pandemic

Teaching during thig pandemic hag been an arduous challenge for so many reagons that could not have been fully
anticipated, but teacherg have refuged to back down or back away from it. Relentlegsly and with amazing
creativity and ingenuity they have worked, day after day after day. Just like the front line medical staff, they don't
give up, they don't turn away, they don't admit defeat; they continue to show up every day and give ug their begt,
degpite what it ig doing to them.

We must help thege remarkable people take good care of themgelves because many are gtruggling. The workload
ic relentlegs, expectationg about what they are expected to accomplish are sometimes wildly unrealistic, and
auecess with students ie a never-ending struggle. They are working virtually alone, without the cugtomary
teamwork of their colleagues, and at the same time they are over-expoged to the struggles in their students
homeg, but they can't ever leave work by going home themelues. So, here they are today, right where they were
yesterday, problem golving, innovating, making it work, while at the game time, ag they work in the pregence of
their own family, their children are a reminder that they are not doing enough for them. Degpite a supreme effort,
our teacherg must end each day with a feeling like they're never doing enough. Still they show up every day on the
front lineg and give ug their begt.

[ have had the privilege of working with come of thege teachers. [t hag been an honor for me to join them and one
of the mogt heartwarming and awe-ingpiring experiences [ have had in my career. We have many, in thig
pandemic, whom we are calling heroeg and that i what [ am calling The Teachers of the Pandemic. Thank you,
thank you, thank you. —Kevin Blummer
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