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Whole-Class Instruction Comprehension Guide 

Group Listening, Looking and Thinking 
 

                                                           

The teacher is talking and I have to decide if she is talking to me. 
The teacher is showing something and I have to decide if she is showing me. 
Other students are talking and I have to decide if there is something to learn from 
their participation. 
 

       

The teacher is not mentioning my name, but she is speaking to the whole group, and 
because I'm in that group, her words are for me and I should listen, even if my name 
isn't mentioned. 

                                                                                                           
I will try hard to listen to the teacher when she talks to the whole group and I will try 
to get my brain to understand and think about what the teacher is saying to the whole 
group, because my teacher is talking to me too. 
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During Whole-Class Instruction, the teacher is talking to everyone at once and 
this can be confusing because it seems like, when she is also talking to other 
people, that she  

isn't talking to me (but really she is). Sometimes, when I'm in 
whole-class instruction, I just rest and let the teacher's words 
go past me, but those words are meant for me too, so I will 
let my brain take them in. When I am in Whole-Class 
Instruction I will listen and think as if the teacher is talking to 
me, because she is talking to everyone at once. 

 



  2
Whole-Class Instruction 

                                                        

During Whole-Class Instruction, the teacher is pointing to or writing important 
information. She is not looking right at me, because she is showing everyone at once. 
This can be confusing because it seems like, when she is looking at other people, that 
she isn't trying to show me (but really she is).  

                                                                  
The teacher is not looking just at me while she is speaking to the whole group. She is 
looking at the whole group, and because I'm in that group, what she is showing is for 
me and I should look and pay careful attention. 

                                                                            

I will try hard to look carefully at what the teacher is showing. I will try to get my 
brain to understand and think about what the teacher is showing to the whole group, 
because my teacher is showing me too. 

                                                            

 
 

When students participate in class they sometimes make 
mistakes or ask questions or seem confused and sometimes this 
is when I take a listening break, because I think, you learn from 
the teacher, not from the other students. 

 

I think, maybe you only have to listen when the teacher is 
talking, and when the students are sharing their ideas and 
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guesses and questions, you can take a listening break.  
 

But the teacher is still teaching. She is teaching by using student 
thinking, so when students are sharing their ideas and guesses and 
questions, the teacher is using that “student thinking” to make 
some important teaching points and everybody should try to learn 
something from it.  

It looks like the teacher is talking to just the students who shared their thinking, but 
really she’s using student thinking to teach everyone, just like she might use a video 
to teach everyone, so everyone should pay attention. She’s really talking to everyone, 
so I will see what I can learn when the teacher uses student thinking.

 


